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DISCOVER CUBA   
 

 
 
DAY 1     HAVANA    

 Arrive in Havana through Jose Marti International Airport Terminal   

 Meet with local English Speaking  tour guide  

 Tour along Malecon sea drive for introduction to the city. Take the tunnel under the bay of Havana to take a 
panoramic picture of Havana City from the fortress El Morro, whose lighthouse has welcomed commerce and 
travelers for centuries.  

 Drop off at Plaza de Armas square. 

 Presentation of the historical spots and initial constructions of colonial Havana  

 Move to the religious Plaza de la Catedral for an interesting visit to the Cathedral of Havana, founded in the 
18th Century. 

 Check out the local galleries and restored houses  

 Continue toward  Plaza Vieja, the third square of Old Havana, Urban Development a UNESCO-declared World 
Heritage Site in 1982 

 Lunch at Santo Angel/  Taberna 

 Continue your walk towards the Capitol building; seat of the Senate in the 1930’s. Take a look around Central 
Park: The Grand Theater, Fine Arts Museum and Obispo, the city’s most popular street. Walk along Prado 
Street and take a look at the outdoor artwork on show here.  
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 Panoramic tour around the modern Vedado neighborhood 

 Drive by Hotel Nacional, Coppelia and Revolution Square 

 Stop at the famous John Lennon Park 

 Hotel Check-in   

 Dinner at hotel 
 
DAY 2  HEMINGWAY       

 Breakfast 

 9:00am Academic kick-off to discuss course learning objectives while in Havana and receive a lecture at the 
hotel about relationship between Cuba and USA  

 10:30am Visit La Finca Vigia, Ernest Hemingway’s home in Cuba.  This is where he wrote the Old Man and the 
Sea and For Whom the Bell Tolls. His home has been maintained to its original condition from when he left it 
in 1960.  Located 7 miles south of the center of Havana, this 4-hectare property gives visitors a good sense of 
the daily life of Hemingway during his years in Cuba 

 Continue to the nearby seaside village of Cojimar, where Hemingway fished, and where he was inspired to 
write Old Man and the Sea  

 Take a walk around Hemingway’s Square, overlooking the spot where he moored his boat El Pilar 

 12:30pm Lunch at El Ajiaco Paladar  

 2:00pm Visit Arte Corte a community project in Old Havana. This initiative combines social work, community 
development and small private businesses.  

 Return to Hotel 

 7:00pm Dinner at your leisure 
 
DAY 3    ECONOMY AND FOREIGN TRADE   
 

 Breakfast 

 9:00am Receive a lecture from a professor from Centro de Estudios Sobre la Economia Cubana about Cuba’s 
economic activities at the macroeconomic level 

 10:30am Visit the Christopher Columbus Cemetery, built in the 1876, housing thousands of beautiful marble 
made sculptures of rich families 

 12:00pm Lunch at Paladar Rio Mar 

 2:00pm Meeting with a specialist from Cuba´s Chamber of Commerce, about Cuban business practices and 
perspectives  

 3:30pm Buy souvenirs at San Jose Market, a huge warehouse where artisans sell their paintings, sculptures, 
handicrafts, necklaces, etc  

 4:30pm Return to Hotel 

 7:00pm Dinner included within walking distance from the hotel  
 
DAY 4      MATANZAS   

 Breakfast 

 Leave Havana for an enlightening trip to Matanzas, the last of the Western provinces of Cuba.  The second 
largest in Cuba, Matanzas is one of the most industrialized cities with petroleum wells, refineries, supertanker 
facilities and several sugar mills to process the harvest of the fields of sugarcane in the province  

 8:00am Depart to Matanzas  

mailto:clients@alacartetravel.com
http://www.alacartetravel.com/


                   Specializing in Group Travel for over 20 years 
 

 

A La Carte Travel (866) 233-8282 clients@alacartetravel.com   www.alacartetravel.com 

 9:00am Pit stop at Bacunayagua Bridge: the highest bridge in Cuba and one of the seven 
architecture wonders in the country. A moment to discover the beauty of Cuban nature - the bridge is located 
in an enviable position just in front of the coastal hills between the Yumuri Valley and the Straits of Florida 
coast  

 
 
 

 10:00am A stop at Liberty Square will put you in contact with the history of one of the regions that saw an 
intensive development of sugar production during the colonial era     

 10:30am Visit the Pharmaceutical Museum, a permanent exhibition that shows the history of pharmacy in 
Cuba  

 11:00am Visit Ediciones Vigia, an independent publishing office that produces handmade books that are not 
only of literary value but also unique pieces of art  

 12:30pm Stop at Mansion Xanadu, just a steps away from the sea, a beautiful and charming example of 
Moorish architecture of the early 20th Century  

 1:00pm Check in at Melia Las Antillas resort to spend the day and lunch upon arrival  

 2:30pm Have a meeting with an hotelier to discuss how the hotel industry plans to adapt to the growing 
number of travelers expected to visit Cuba in the years ahead  

 Free afternoon 

 Dinner at hotel 
 
DAY 5  VINTAGE HAVANA   

 Breakfast 

 Free morning   

 12:00pm Lunch at hotel 

 1:00pm Return to Havana 

 3:30pm Finish the day with a tour of a workshop where old cars are repaired using all kind of resources, 
especially creativity. You will be able to interact with mechanics and drivers/owners of these rolling pieces of 
history  

 5:00pm Hotel Check-in  

 7:00pm Dinner at your leisure 
 
DAY 6 HEALTH SYSTEM AND LAW   

 Breakfast 

 9:00am Visit a Cuban medical center. Interact with doctors and nurses, and receive a lecture form an 
specialist about Cuban health system, their advances and accomplishments overseas, especially fighting 
Ebola in Africa. Next you will visit the medical center, and meet with the community doctor. You will know 
about the Cuban health system and uses of natural medicine. Afterwards, visit a residence for senior people, 
interact with them and their doctors and assistants 

 10:30am Understanding Cuban Governance. Learn about Cuba’s three branches of government, including 
Executive, Legislative and Judiciary. Visit the HQ of the Union de Juristas, and receive a lecture about the 
Cuban Law system and characteristics.  

 12:00pm Lunch at La Torre 

 2:00pm Participate in a talk with college students at Havana University. Propitiate debate with them and 
listen to their opinions. Interaction with UJC members  

 4:00pm Return to Hotel.  

 7:00pm Dinner at your leisure  
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DAY 7  ARTS   

 Breakfast 

 10:00am Visit the Fine Arts Museum. A curator specialist will give you a panoramic of Cuban art through 
paintings and sculptures. 

 
 
 

 11:30am Visit Fusterlandia: a community project dedicated to improving the neighborhood through art. The 
artist, Fuster, has turned broken brick, glass, and ceramic tiles into art mosaics that line the streets and 
homes within his community. 

 12:30pm Lunch at Fusterland 

 2:00pm Visit “El Callejon de Hammel”. Hammel Street is located in Centro Habana neighborhood and has 
been completely covered in murals; a work by local artist Salvador Gonzalez since the 1980’s. This serves as a 
community project that introduces people to Afro-Cuban heritage, symbols, music and religion. 

 
 
DAY 8  AGRICULTURE AND RURAL LIFE   
 

 Breakfast 

 8:00am Take a 45-min drive to the community of Las Terrazas and interact with their inhabitants and know 
their way of life. Embark on an eye-opening expedition to Las Terrazas community, a reforestation project 
that links community with environment. Taste the best coffee of Cuba, from the hands of Maria, a cute old 
lady who set this tradition in her family. Speak with the local expert about the village´s history and details 
about its sustainable economy. Meet with artists at a local gallery. Talk to coffee growers, visit artists galleries 
and enjoy Cuban traditional cuisine made by them. Take a dip in San Juan River, where residents gather every 
day  

 12:30pm Lunch at El Campesino  

 2:00pm Return to Hotel 

 Free afternoon 

 7:00pm Farewell dinner at El Aljibe 
 
DAY 9  GOODBYE CUBA!   
Morning departure to airport  
 On-bus final orientations   
 Flight Home! 
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